1964
#less “Ukeliliood "of financing touring com-
panies. )

Bt this time, but a well-Informed guess s
that we have lost 20 percent of our legitimate
houses outside of New York in the past 10
yedrs, N o '
v -Added interesting, if depressing, statistics;
‘Over 75 percent of the new productions fail
to recover their original invest
“oud of every $2 invested in
§lisreturned, -
- I belleve fhese figures are many times more
onvineing than any personal exhgrtations
Inmightpressonyou. =~
_However, allowing myself a brief one, I
should like to point out
the admissions tex is a § ,
and guite unnecessary burden on
v i )

iminatory,

“Theateis and,
the ,ff.s;gi_ mate Theater, I address you not In
behalf of subsidy (on the contrary), but to

40 the theatergoer, the beneflt of 5 10-percent
fredyctlon in the price of theater tickets,
- Which, decrease might well bring back to us
“gome, portion of the audience we have lost
ly in New York

5 tax, Is worthy
ted, .

C - Mr. WYMA er, using so-

Glalism in their usual smokescreen fash-
lon Communists in Moscow in, 1961 said:
. The Socialist world is expanding; the capi~
talist world is shrinking. Soclalism will in-~
evitably succeed capltalism everywhere.
Buch Is the objectlve law of soclsl develop-
ment. Communist Party Programme, Mos-

cow, 1961,

Despite statements such as the above,
there are many supposedly intelligent
# people in this Nafion who refuse to be-
lieye that the Communists are in. any
way actively attempting to subvert our

* Government, and our way of life, They
insist  that the Communists have
-changed and no longer want to take over
the world; that they are now following a
line of truly peaceful coexistence, . . .
wapdhe truth is that Khrushchev boasts
. "“We shall bury you” and the Party Line
explains that “peaceful coexistence al-
lows Communists in capitalist lands to
lead the masses , to. fheir liberation.”
Lenin, in one of his most famous. tracts,
stated: . i e e
"To chrry on a war for the overfhrow of the
Internationsal bourgeolsie * * * to refuse to

- femporize and compromise * * * to utilize
the conflict of Interests among one's ene-
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All of this has affected the number of

my opinlon

at we be allowed. to turn back. .

3, ‘which gbol-
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mies * * * is * * * ridiculous in the ex-
treme. ) T
- Yet complacent Americans, secure in
the knowledge of our powerful military
defense, refuse to listen to the voices
that warn them that that war is not the
only means by which the Communists
can and work to conquer the world.

An article in the Fort Lauderdale News
of July 28 illustrates most effectively
that Americans have become so com-
placent and Communists so brazenly
aware of this that we now see and hear
avowed Communists on national tele-
vision accusing our law enforcement
agencies of terroristic tactics and lit-
erally inciting riot. How can we remain
apathetic to such a blatant threat?

Under unanimous consent I include
this fine editorial by Jack McGove at this
point in the RECORD. )

WHEN AVOWED COMMUNISTS VOICE THREATS
oN TV It's TIME To LISTEN

It has often been sald that nothing edu-
cates a person quicker or more efficiently
than being suddenly belted in the chops by
a supposed weakling contemptuously disre-
garded as beilng too mild or too weak to
punch his way out of a paper bag.

The inevitable reaction to such an event 1s
first one of shock and then, perhaps, one of
grim determination on the part of the person
on the rccelving end of the punch not to be
fooled a second time.

In a manner of speaking this can be sald
to characterize the reaction of many people
dn this country who, up to now, at least, have
Jbeen deriding the threat of Communists
within our own Nation, and who have been
deluded into belieying this threat exists only
in_the distorted minds of crackpots or nuts
dnclined to see a Communist under every bed.
'+ [Thls has particularly applied to civil rights
enthusiasts who have completely closed thelr
»minds to arguments that Communists have
.infiltrated this movement and have been
Jpartly responsible for converting this entire
elvil rights issue from a more or less passive
‘and péacetul cause to one of hate and vio-
Jdence. . - -

All during the long months that the focal
" point of the civil rights issue was centered

.- 1 the South there was lterally no public

acceptance of claims by aggrieved southern~
erg that outside agitators with known Com-
munist front connections were playing a
leading role in stirring up trouble between
the races. L . - S

But oh what a différence a few weelks make,
and particularly when the focal point of
raclal trouble has suddenly shifted out of
the South and into the populous metro-
politan areas of the North. )

Now what was previously regarded as only

. the figment of some crackpot’s wild imagina-
tlon has suddenly become cold and ugly
reality. It is dificult to disguise a menace
when it appears on a nationwide television
network, admits its identity, and openly
threatens a elty of some 8 million people
with renewed violence of the worst sort.

Yet, that is exactly what has happened
In the past week as people all across this
country have seen with their own eyes ad-
mitted Communists appearing before the
television cameras, accusing our law-enforce-
ment agencies of terroristic tactics, and
threatening a raclal blood bath unless their
ridiculous demands are met.

To say our people have been shocked by
thls display of contempt and complete dis-
regard for law and order is the understate-
ment of the year. Now it has become all too
‘clear that what none other than J. Edgar
Hoover, the respected head of the FBI, has
termed, the “master of deceit,” are not only
actively associated with the civil rights move-
ment but are doing all they can to stoke it

£,
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with such bitter fires of haté and discord
that it threatens the peace and safety of our
entire Nation.

Can anybody who has seen and heard these
admitted Communists spewing forth their
messages of violence and hate conclude they
pose no danger to our country? Can any
decent and clear-thinking citizen believe
they and their nasty works are just a mirage
existing only in the tortured minds of right-
wing extremist groups? And can any citizen,
with any kind of a desire to keep our Nation
strong and God fearing, truly believe that

PR
¥

..our mnational policy of accommodating the

Communists not only here at home but all
around the world isn’t backfiring right back
in our face? .

We have accepted too long the theory ex-
pouuded by our Supreme Court that so long
as members of the Communist Party in this
country don’t teach and advocate the over-
throw of our Government by force of arms
or violence, they are immune from arrest
and prosecution.

We have also accepted far too long the
idea preached by our State Department that
we must accommodate Communist nations
and refrain from *“rocking the boat” lest
they get mad at us and shatter our utopian
dreams of creating a peaceful world by com-
promising with the forces of evil that have
always been dedicated to destroying us and
all we stand for.

It Is time we woke from our complacent
sleep here in America and began to acecept
the fact that the longstanding goal of the
Communlists to infiitrate our institutions
and to divide and conquer us through our
own timidity and apathy has been all too
successful.

Moderation may be a virtue when it comes
to drinking whisky but 1t adds up to some-
thing far less than a virtue when it applies

" to combating enemies who have pledged to

bury us and who aren’t averse to starting a
racial war in this country to make their
gravedigging job that much easier.

This business of glossing over, deriding
and underestimating the Communist threat
within our own country has gone on too long
already, and it’s high time our people
stopped listenlng to weak-kneed politiclans
who can’t see the forest for the trees and

- started heeding the words of warning voiced

by J. Edgar Hoover, and others like him, who
don’t go around wearing rose-colored glasses
for fear they will see something unpleasant
to spoil their day.

"“Goldwater and the New GOP

EXTENSION OF REMARKS

HON. RICHARD L. ROUDEBUSH

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, August 3, 1964

Mr. ROUDEBUSH. Mr. Speaker, I
am constantly impressed with the flne
quality of editorial material that appears
in the small county newspapers in the
Sixth District of Indiana. One of the
newest papers being published in that
district is the Brownsburg Guide. Al-
ready they have established an exeellent
editorial policy under the leadership of
Don J. Richer and Earl Neese. On July
22, 1964, following the Republican Na-
tional Convention, an editorial appeared
in that paper entitled “Goldwater and
the New GOP.” I think it will be of in-
terest to all and under unanimous con-

-sent I submit this article for printing

in the RECORD:

)

lease 2005/02/10 : CIA-RDP66B00403R000200160074-0




A4066

s ANp THE New GOP

The Republican oonvention, that grand
old spectacle of the Grand Old Party, orated
itself to & discordant close Thursday night.
From the clashing notes of that political
symphony played by two groups of delegates
badly out of tune with each other, there has
emerged a shaken (but maybe not weakened)
party with a new leader.

Neither the new lender, BARRY GOLDWATIER,
nor his chief contestant, Willlam Scranton,
brought harmony back to the ranks. Scran-
ton tried and falled. His plea for unity
brought no unity. GorLdpwaTeR hardly tried
gt all. He welcomed support but sald,
“Those who do not care for our cause we do
not expect to enter our ranks in any case.”

-And thus the convention closed at the Cow
Palace with the wounded minority sounding
like bawling calves in a hallstorm and with
the overwhelming majority whooping it up
in glee.

Prom these birth pangs of discord a new
perty has been born with & new leader. The
Republican philosophy exemplified by east-
ern moderates is at least temporarily dead.
In its place is a new kind of conservatism
that causes great joy in the right wing of the
party and horrible shudders in the left. Itls
yet a long time until November but for now
left 15 left and right is right and little is in
between. :

The cause of this great Republican gap
{8 best summarized In the 30 words that
shook the world, Toward the close of
Qoldwater's acceptance speech, he said, I
wounld remind you that extremism in the
defense of liberty 18 no vice. And let me
remind you alsp that moderation in the pur-
suit of justice is no virtue.”

Those 30 words have caused concern In

Turope. In the United Btates former Presi-
dent Eisenhower, and othér Repubiicans,
have asked for a clarification. What do those
B0 words mean? .
" The answer to that guestion will make the
great Republican gap either greatér or
gmaller. To some the mean!ing Is crystal
clear. To others, baffling. To silll éthers,
frightening. “Why,” said one, "1t's like read-
ing the Bible. You can read anything into
it you want to.”

There is truth in that. Perhaps it goes
further in explaining the man and his phi-
losophy than all the words that have been
written about him. Perhaps GoLDWATER, Who
rode out of the West gathering the multi-
tudes as he went, can be compared to &
mystic the likes of which heretofore could
be found in neither party. For is it not true
that his disciples believe In him with some-
thing like religious fervor and back his cause
with something like missionary zeal?

Is it not also true that the man is forth-
right—refusing to back down from his prin-
ciples? Certainly he is not underhanded.
He anhounced 4 years ago In Chicago that
he was out to gain control of the Republican
Party. Then he proceeded to do it. He criss-
crossed the country In open sight and plain
purpose yet many who saw refused to believe
and many who belleved could not under-
stand. Only In this light can the impact
of the stunning defeat of the moderates and
the complete Goldwater victory be fully
comprehended.

And yet there are those respected and solld
Republicans who cannot find it in their
hearts to vote for him. Said one, “We have
already tried the things he wants to do and
they have falled. I am not proud of 1t but
for the fAirst time in my life I'm going to vote
Democratic.” Conversely, one Democrat eald
he was going to vote for GoLpwarzz because
he Hked what CoLowaTER said at the conven-
tion. And then thére are GOLDWATER'S en-
thuslastic young backers who will be busy
with pefson-to-person campalgning. They
will produce votes. Tou can’t buy that kind
of support.

But will It be enough? Can GOLDWATER
win? TYes, but he heads a minority party
shaken to the very core of its being. Com-
pounding the picture is Governor Wallace's
withdrawal from the presidential race and
the effects of the civil rights law which s, no
matter what anyone says, &8 burning issue.

Out of this confusing picture only & couple
of things are clear: The voters are really
going to have a cholce this fail, and the
Republican Party, whether for better or
worse, is going to be different.

Nalional Wilderness Preservation System

SPEECH

HON. WILLIAM L. SPRINGER

oF ILLINOIS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 30, 1964

The House in Committes of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
considerntion the bill (HR, 9070) to estab-
lish s National Wilderncss Preservation Sys-
tem for the permanent good of the whole
people, and for other purposes.

Mr. SPRINGER. WMr. Chairman, dur-
ing the 64 years since the turn of the
century, much of the scenic wealth of
the wilderness in the United States has
been wiped out, but parts of it do remain.
However, without protection, only a
small fraction of what does remain
would have a possibility of surviving for
others to know in future years. Through
enactment of H.R. 8070, the National
Wilderness Preservation System bill,
approximately 2 percent of the more
than 2 billion acres of our national land
area will be preserved for posterity.

Wilderness is s valuable resource
which Increases In value as it shrinks in
size both on maps and with respect to
the number of people it must serve.
This Is so demonstrably true that wilder-
ness legislation, which some thought
would lose its impact shortly after it was
introduced, is more allve today than
ever.

True wilderness is not a renewable re-
source. Once cut over or otherwise ex-
ploited, it is no longer an undisturbed
natural area. Although quasi-wilder-
ness areas for recreational use can be
redeveloped over a century in once-
exploited regions, the chain of natural
forces responsible for the existence of
soil, microscopic biological life, for
plants and wildlife will have been in-
terrupted and ended, and an entirely new
ecological cycle—the result of man's
influence—will have resulted.

Unless the existing areas of true wil-
derness are reserved now, the inuence
of man is inevitably going to consume all
that we have. There will be roads and
commercial operations, campsites, and
facilities which will not only mar scenic
beauty but destroy natural values found
only in undisturbed areas.

Ultimately the U.8. Government is go-
ing to have to provide areas affording its
citizens an opportunity to “get back to
nature,” and to escape the pressures of
modern life.

We can do it now, without expense to
the Natfonal Treasury and with little or

~ -~ |
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no disturbance to established private
rights and communlity economies, or we
can wait and spend tens of millions of
dollars later trying to recapture a few
tracts to rebulld Iinto secondhand,
quasi-wilderness.

That, Mr. Chairman, is the purpose of
the wilderness bill. It is simply an ef-
tfort to achieve a highly desirable na-
tional objective—the preservation of
significant wilderness tracts still owned
by the UB. Government—with as little
adverse effect as possible on individuals,
on private institutions, and on the econ-
omy of communities, regions, and the
Nation.

Vigorous opposition to the wilderness
bill has come from groups with a real
and legitimate concern over the restric-
tion of the use of portions of federally
owned lands. The opponents have said
that the commodity resource value on all
unexploited lands are greater than the
wilderness values, and make wilderness
preservation a luxury the Nation cannot
afford. But the measure before us today
does not envisage the dedication of all
unexploited lands. Commercial timber-
lands {n dedicated wilderness areas com-
prise just a small percentage of the total
acreage, and are small indeed when
compared with the vast acreage outside
wilderness which, once cut, still needs to
be restocked. There exists no need for
known or unknown mineral values in
dedicated wilderness and, if present,
such minerals should be our bequest to
the future in case of dire need.

Opponents also say that wilderness
legislation will “lock up” needed com-
modity resources forever. This, I be-
Heve, simply is not true. No law, no
matter how strong, can withstand the
pressures of a real need. By passing this
badly-needed wilderness legislation at
this time, both wilderness and other re-
sources can be delivered to the future in
one package. Then, if our technology
fails to give us new materials which will
be needed in the future, the entire wild-
erness concept can be reviewed in the
light of the needs then existing.

Mr. Chalrman, I urge passage of H.R.

9070.
V.V

EXTENSION OF REMARKS

HON. JACK WESTLAND

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, August 3, 1964

Mr. WESTLAND. Mr. Speaker, Char-
les L. Selrit was for many years, until
his retirement in 1860, the general man-
ager of the daily Belingham Herald in
my district. Even in retirement, how-
ever, he has continued an active interest
in world, national and local affairs.

Recently, he completed a trip around
the world, during which he got a first-
nand loock at the American involvement
in South Vietnam. What he saw caused
him to form some strong opinions about
the situation in southeast Asia, and he

Vietnam Views
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présented “thése opinions in ‘a column
published if the Herald on his return.

. “Becauisé his views are based on per-
gonal observation and the close ques-
tioning of officials in southeast Asia,
I think they will be particularly inter-
esting to Members of Congress. There-
fore, under leave to extend my remarks,
T include the following column by Char-
les L. Sefrit to be inserted in the RECORD:

' YIETNAM ViEWS

*(By Charles L. sefrit)

One cannot understand, from the avail-
sble facts, why the Unlted States is in Viet-
nam, even Wheii ‘yoii g6~ there. That the
State Department has not been fair with
the American people in its news releases is
quickly understood.

We have been told that our giving over
#1 million of taxpayers' money a day and
_seriding Bofrié 20,000 U.S. troops there Is to
save Vietnam from golng Communist.
~"The tragedy to taxpayers Is that in my
opinion ‘the State Department and President
know it’s already lost and has been for some
time. . ) i - :

China all but had enough Chinese in Viet-
nam to take over the Government by Infil-
tration before we stepped in. ~ ° -~

We were told by & relidble source over 40
“pércent of the total population are Chinese.
Thirty percent are Vietnamese, twenty per-
¢ent Thdia and Hindu and mixed natives and
ten percent all others, including European,
mixed white race, and Japanese. :

. _ +EIARD TO DISTINGUISH :

We were told you éaiihnot tell a loyal
Chinese. from a ‘Commiihist and -Hving to-
gether either in thé efties or throughout the
‘country, they come and go at will and are
well protected when they need to be. They
1ook, dress, and work together and hide away
as guerritlas, 7
“+All able-bodied men, by South Vietnam
Government decree, ars subject to draft as
native soldiers. No one knows who.1s a
-lpyal eltizen of the recognized government or

“";which soldier is loyal.

. The United States 18 &1l alone. With no
other nation's support, with its pititul forcés
spread thin among the millions of Viet-
nhamege, it 18 virtually useless to defend
themselves frofi - the miillions ‘of Chinese
_guerrillas hiding everywhere. :

- ‘These guerrillas can organize overnight
and attack most everywhere, and carry out
their taking-over process by wiping out one

__nhtive villape after another and then filling
it with, Chinese by inflltration. But these
are city Chinese, getting foodstuffs from the
million dollars a day we U.S. taxpayers un-
load on the wharves In Salgon and elsewhere
and pour out for rellef. )

’ Sowad o ABMS NOT SEEN

All of the cargo we could see unloaded
from the many ships poufing in supplies
was mostly foodstuif, "Theére wére no signs

of war materials going from the ships in a

dock area of over a half mile, -~ ,

They uniloaded directly 16 waltifg trucks
and handled caigo only once—soinething un-
heard of on any U.8, dock.” Then the steve-

-dore crew climbed aboard and off they went.

' A new créw was loafing nearby to take over.
--We examjned the huge warehouses along
the docks, found them empty except for
& few miscellaneous items. The dock area

1s fenced 1o and U8, Maripes and military

polldemen guard the area, a large part of the
shipping wateriront of Salgon, a city of esti-
mated, 1,800,000 population.

-+ Where the supplies went, no guard, Army

or Marine, could tell us. They confessed

= e

“"How smart are the Chinete behind the
soeniés?  Well,” they  have ‘outsmarted our
‘State Department brain trusters and Pres-
ident's advisers so thoroughly they don't
khow what to do, )
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" §f the United States tries an all-out mil-
itary buildup to win, what could we win?
More Chinese would move down the coast
to the lower delta country and hit from the
rear and more from the north and for every
'U.S. soldier, they can afford to lose a thou-
sand, though unfortunately. they don't.
They know how to live on little, and jungle
and swamps are no hagzard. They have lived
that life since childhood.

We have fallen into a very cunning trap
by the Chinese war lords.

An all-out offensive means an exchange of
_American casualties for Chinese, and they
have drawn the United States into a new
world war—what the Formosa natlonalists
wants, as well as the Russians.

CAN’T EXPECT HELP

We will have no support from France or
England. It's our war and they all want the
United States to be reduced in power.

Russia would only come In when they saw
an advantage. We would have to rearm
Japan to keep a balance of mlilitary power
to come to our aid. Communist-controlled
European countries would revolt. The atom
fury could bring a change in all the world.
That's the risk of our all-out offensive.

It seems to me we should pull our forces
out of the lost cause of Vietnam and be big
enough to admit our mistake and let China
try to carry out our job of feeding and giving
away taxpayers' money to south Asia, The
risk we are now taking for stopping a little
country from going Communist is not a
drop in the bucket to the total risk of all-
out war with China, In that part of Asla
-Ave have little chance for local suppeort and
it is an area of terrific military disadvan-
tages.

The waste of good taxpayers’ money should
be stopped immediately from going into a
country already lost to communism,

Testimony Given by Jack Golodner, Be-
fore the Ways and Means Committee,
Urging That the 10-Percent Federal Ad-
missiohs Tax on Live Dramatic Per-

- formances Be Abolished

EXTENSION OF REMARKS

HON. JOHN V. LINDSAY

OF NEW YORK -
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, August 3, 1964~

¢~ Mr. LINDSAY. Mr. Speaker, the Ways
and Means Committee held hearings on
the repeal of the 10-perceht admissions
tax for live dramatic performances.
Among others who testified on H.R. 2518,
the Lindsay bill to repeal the 10-percent
tax, and other bills of like purpose, was
the representative of Actors Equity As-
sociation, Jack Golodner. .
- I am pleased to insert in the CoNGRES
SIONAL REcorp at this point Mr. Golod-
ner’s excellent testimony asking for the
repeal of the tax: ’
STATEMENT OF JACK (GOLODNER, LEGISLA;I'NE
. REPRESENTATIVE, ACTORS EQUITY ABSSOCIA-~
TION, AT HEARINGS ON.ExCIsg Taxes CoN-
_.PUCTED _BY THE, JIOUsE WaY¥s anp. MgaNs
_. COMMITTEE, AUGUST 3, 1964 .
.My name is Jack Qolodner. I am Jegisla-
tive representative of the Actors Equity As-
soclation, and I am appearing in behalf of

the association, the oldeést continuing or-’

ganization devoted to the welfare of the
American stage performer and the develop-
ment of the legltimate theater.
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The “professlonal actors, actresses, and
stage managers that comprise Equity’s mem-
bership are well aware of* the considerate
attentlion which this committee gave their
pleas for income averaging last year. The
reform which you initiated, hopefully, will
do much to relieve the American performer
of an inequity he has borne for many years.
But the distressing economic condition of
the American actor which was described to
‘you last year by Equity’s now-retired presi-
dent, Mr. Ralph Bellamy, obviously will not
be corrected by this sction-——important as it
may be. :

The legitimate theater in America is an
economically stagnant industry typified by
high  unemployment, substandard wages,
diminishing refurns on- capital investment
and decreasing opportunities for employees
and investors. The U.S. census reports there
were 13;488 professional actors in the coun-
try in 1960, a decline of 26 percent since the
1950 census. And the greater part of this
13,500 are finding it increasingly difficult to
practice thelr art. According to a recent
Occupational Outlook Handbook published
by the Buréau of Labor Statistics, “The great
majority are struggling for a toehold in their
profession, glad to pick up small parts when-
ever and wherever they can. Most actors
have employment in their profession for only
a small part of the year. Because of the fre-
quent perfods of unemployment characteris-
tic. of this profession, annual earnings are
low for all but a very few of the best known
performers.” - .

The Bureau of Labor Statistics advises
young Americans against seeking careers in
the performing arts.

It is no exaggeration of the situation to
say that in many areas of our couniry the
professional theater 1s subsidized by. the
American performer working for poverty
level wages and substandard economic bene-
fits. It is little wonder that many among
Amerlea’s truly talented youth are following
the Labor Department’s advice and aban-
doning plans for careers in our. theaters.

Faced with this situation, Actors Equity is
convinced that the continued imposition of
the present admissions tax can only hasten
the demise of the American theater as we
know 1t. We respectfully submit that con-
tinuation of this tax would be detrimental
to the industry, to the artists who are em-
ployed by it and to the general public that
directly and indirectly benefits from the
products of the living theater. ’

The admissions tax on the legitimate the-
ater returns lttle revenue to the Treasury
and cannot constitute s worthwhile element
ot our tax structure. I belleve it has been
estimated that not more than $6 million is
derived from the tax on admissions to the

‘1legitimate theatér. .

-It s a highly regressive tax. Theater does
not enjoy an Inelastic demand. Except in
the case of the very few smash hits which
experience fantastic and often unexplain-
able demands, theatergoers are very sensl-
tive to cost. ' .

Certainly, at a time when unemployment
in the industry is high and opportunities
for serious creative work are diminishing,
such a tax 1s most unfortunate.

It is an unfair, discriminatory tax. The
legitimate theater has been forced to face
stiff competition from movies and from tele-
vislon, It is unfair that Government im-
poses-a tax burden on each live performance
a person experiences while no similar tax
is Imposed on the viewing of -a televised
show. It is not fair for Congress to exempt
the greater portion of movie admissions and
offer no ‘simlilar benefit to the live theater.

In this situation the admissions tax is-

" setting the culfural benefits of llve profes=

sional theater further beyond the means of
our people and accentuating a shift to films
and TV, . :

If, when we use the term “luxury” we are
referring to items which only the rich can
afford, then, indeed, this tax is helping to
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make theater a luxury for the wealthy few.
It 18 Equity’s contention that the living
theater is not and sbould not become auch
& luxury.

The living theater is and always has been
an integral element in the culture of mod-
ern society. Rather than tax it as a play-
thing of the rich, we should be thinking of
ways to meake it more readily avaliable to
greater numbers of our people. If thers is
value in being taught the writing of Aeschy-
lus, Moliere, and Ibsen; if there is advantage
%0 reading Shakespeare, Checkhov, and
O'Nell; if our Qovernment today deems it
wise to expend funds to help educate our
children in the literature of the theater and
to make drama available on the shelves of
our libraries, how can it tax the perform-
‘ance of those plays as e luxury? How can it
shackle the indusiry that would develop new
bodies of literature? There is an incon-
sistency here which should not be furthered.

I renlize that the use of the term "lux-
ury” applied to certain excises has led to
unending argument—a situation which re-
flects the truth of a 17th century play-
wright's observation that “one man's polson
is another’s meat or drink.” However, I
selective taxes are to be a part of our tax
Eystem this committee must continue to
make value judgments regarding products
and services. To say that we levy “luxury”
taxes where they fall upon the shoulders of
those most able to pay provides no escape
Ifrom such declisions.

There are many things today which are
beyond the reach of those of modest means
in edueation, in cultural areas, In goods and
services. Where should Uovernment lessen
the gap, where increase it? ’

If quality theater has become a cultural
experience which only the wealthy can af-
ford, is this stiuation to be deplored and
comrected or continued by the extension of
& tax which makes lggitimate theater even
‘more expensive?

True, there Is a practice of theatergoing
that caters to0 whimsy and should y be
indulged by the rich. I refer to the in-
sigtence on choice seats at cholce plays at
cholce times. People who make such de-
mands are willing to pay high prices, and if
the revenue be requifed, the tax can fall on
this practice. However, its lmposition on
other shoulders is only helping deter our
people (especlally our young people) from B
cultural opportunity they deserve and want
and discourages the employment of America's
vast reservolr of creative talent.

Last year, August Heckscher, President
Kennedy’'s Special Consultant on the Arts,
completed a year long evaluation of the rela-
tionship beiween our national government
.and America’s artlsts and art Institutions.
He found that “many Government policies
ostensibly having nothing to do with the
arts affect them in & substantial way—often
adversely.” One of these is the admissions
tax. And in his report to the President, Mr.
Heckscher had this t0 say regarding the
excise:

*“Other countries give positive support to
their theaters; the United Btates by contrast
‘penalizes’ the theater by impostion of a 10~
percent admissions tax, Buch a tax has
been considered a legitimate excise tax tradi-
tionally ievied on ‘luxurfes.” It has been
defended on the ground that its remission
would not necegsarily have the effect of
iowering prices or benefiting the actor or
playwright. But ths theater 1s not a mere
‘luxury.’ And it is quite possible to insure
that a2 {ax saving will be used in ways to
advance the true interesis of the theater and
of the acting profession. The repeal of the
Federal admisslons tax on the leglitimate
theater, especially if combined with other
acts almed at promoting the Amerlcan stage,
would give a vital stimulus to this basic and
enduring art form.”
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Thus, while advocating removal of the
admissions tax, Mr. Heckscher points out
that the effect of such &8 move rests upon the
use made of this tax saving by the industry.
Actors Equity believes most strongly that the
value of remission can be dissipated by the
subsequent actions of the industry, and
therefore we hope that you will examine the
plans of the industry carefully. We are con-
cerned, as Mr. Heckscher is, that remlission
of the tax would not lower prices and make
the art of theater more accessible to mare
people, that an end to the tax would merely
make the successful hit show producer richer
and do little for the valuable artistic work
of limited appeal.

Equity fully endorsea the position ex-
pressed by Mr. Nathaniel Goldfinger of the
AFL-CIO when he sald in his earller testi-
mony before this committee that “Justifica-
tion for the reduction or elimination of
excises Is based on the assumption that
the equity of the tax structure will be in-
creased and the restraint on consumption
will be lifted. These ends can be schieved
only if those who now bear the burden of
these taxes are directly benefited by the
reduction. If excises are cut, but if revenue
lost by the Federal Government is simply
pocketed by the enterprises whose goods and
services are no longer taxed, the result will
be unconscionable.”

In behalf of the AFL-CIO, Mr. Goldfinger
urged this commlttee “to seek evidence that
the public will, in fact, be the beneficiary of
excise cuta. Moreover,” he sald, “we urge the
commlittee to make it intent clear that the
benefits of the elimination or reduction of
exclses * * ¢ be passed through to the con-
suming public.”

Unfortunately, pledges to reduce the cost
of theater tickets In the past have not been
unlformly made or adhered to by the oper-
ators of our legitimate theaters. For various
reasons, promises to pass on the 1954 reduc-
tion were not effective. Again, last winter,
although the League of New York Theaters
and the National Association of the Legiti-
mate Theater told various Senators of an
intention to keep ticket prices down, somse
producers expressed doubt that they would
paEs on the tax remiasion.

Mr. Chalrman, the decision of Actors
Equity to come before you and ask for repeal
of the admissions excise on the legitimate
theater was made In rellance upon recent
pledges made by the producers organizations
that the reduction will be passed through
to the public. We earnestly hope that this
commitise will recognize the tmportance of
such a step and insist that it be taken by
the industry.

If a satisfactory commitment to pass on
a tax repeal cannot be obtained then we
say let the Industry demonstrate its desire
to use the returned revenue to promote the
American stege in a comstructive manner,
Mr. Howard Taubman, drama critic for the
New York Times has suggested one way
which might be considered. He suggests that
the industry establish a {rust fund which
would recetve the moneys now xiphoned
awny by the tax. “Such money,” Mr. Taub-
man explains, “could be used in a vartety
of constructive ways. It could be spent on
fellowships for promising writers. It could
pay for performances for schoolchildren, It
could acnd first-class theater on tour to
areas that never see live professional actors.”
In addition, the fund could provide a source
for low-interest capital to pay for much
needed physical improvements in the com-
mercial theater. If such a fund were to be
establlshed in advance of ¢ onal ac-
tion, there would be little doubt of the
industry's Intent to employ the money in a
constructive manner,

Actors Equity belleves with Mr. Heckscher
that repeal of the admissions excise could
provide s major stimulus to the American
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theater. But this will happen only If coupled
with & price decrease or other acts designed
to bring more theater to more people. We
hope that this committee will insist that the
industry come forward with an effective
program to serve this-goal.

Remarks of C. H. Kwock, Editor of
Chinese World

EXTENSION OF REMARKS

HON. PHILLIP BURTON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 28, 1964

Mr. BURTON of California. Mr.
Bpeaker, Mr, C. H. Kwock {5 the editor of
the Chinese World, one of the Nation’s
largest bilingual dally newspapers. He
Is & scholar and man of wisdom whose
dedication to the principles of justice and
human dignity have repeatedly been at-
tested to by his forthright and fearless
editorial comment.

‘Mr. Kwock came to Washington, and
in a simple but moving ceremony before
the siatue of Abraham Lincoln at the
Lincoln Monument, read the following
words.

These words are a personal credo, &
personal rededication. They are words
which all Americans should ponder well.
ReMaRKSs oF C. H, Kwock, Enrror oF CHINESE

WORLD

Moved by reverence and gratitude, I have
come to stand here as a representntive of my
feliow Chinese-Americans—to +this quiet
place, sacred to the memory of the Great

. Emancipator.

It has been more than a century since
President Abraham ZIincoln signed the
Fmancipation Proclamation. Four genera-
tions have been born and grown to man-
hood since the end of that great and dread-
ful confiict which decided that these United
Btates of America must be one mnation,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all,

The path to such unity, to such liberty
and justice, has besn steep and arduous.

Even now, at the end of a hundred years,
these goals have not been completely won.

Only this summer, the civil rights bill,
which so greatly implements the principles
of equal democracy for all, has become law,

Yet, immigration leglslation, which would
extend the guarantees of democracy with-
out discrimination to immigrants of every
race and nation, is still in committee, awalit-
ing the will of Congress.

Both these massive extensions of human
rights and brotherhood were chiefly the
work of another great President, John Fitz-
gerald Kennedy, who was martyred last year
by en assassin’s bullet—Jjust as Abraham
Lincoln was martyred a century ago.

There are many minorities in this country.
I belong to ome, made up of Chinese-
Americans.

‘When President Lincoln signed his Eman-
cipation Proclamation, only a few of my peo-
ple had arrived in this country. But they
were already giving their tofl and sweat to
build this great Nation.

Yes, I belong to one minority group. But
I know that all mincrities, taken together,
make up one great majority. In that ma-
jority, all the blood that flows through the
velns of all men is red. That, at least they
have in common. And when at length they
le In the grave, all thelr bones turn white,
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